Elvira Brown Finley (1840-1931

I am Elvira Brown Finley. You can call me Ellie, all my friends do! My family was
Very progressive, so | was just one of a couple women at lowa Wesleyan
University. There | met John Clay Brown, a brilliant law student. The year was
1860. John had tuberculosis, so when we married, we decided to move west for
his health.

Lawyers don’t need a lot of farm equipment and a heavy Conestoga wagon, so
we bought four mules and a lighter wagon called a Prairie Schooner. We joined a
wagon train following the Platte River route to Colorado Territory. As we plodded
along at slow oxen speed, we were very fearful of Indians. We decided to join
another young couple with faster mules and went ahead of the train, trying to
stay hidden from the Indians. We arrived safely in Denver, but later we heard that

everyone in the slow wagon train was killed.

We settled in a tiny cabin in Colorado City. Clay was its first attorney and helped
write the incorporation. The Indians were warring on all the settlers, so the
Territorial Governor called for volunteers to help drive them away. Anthony Bott,
Irving Howbert, Bob Finley and C—layjomed up. Three months later they caught the
Indians in a place called Sand Creek and killed many of them. When Clay finally
returned home, he learned our son Earnest had been born. Like so many babies at

that time, Earnest died in a few weeks.

We moved down toward Fountain and Edward (1867) and Mary (1869) were
born. Sadly, Clay’s tuberculosis returned and he died in 1870. We buried him on
top of the hill in what is now called Pioneer Park. The children and | took the new
train back to lowa for a spell, but came back here. We lived in Doctor Garvin’s
cabin for a couple of years and | found various kinds of work, even milking cows

for a cheese factory!

Seven years later (1877), I married Clay’s friend, Robert Finley. Bob was one of the
first settlers in Colorado City. He was a surveyor and brought the first steam-
powered sawmill to El Paso County. His first land included Bancroft Park. He was
elected the first Treasurer and later was Assessor and Clerk/Recorder. He was one

of the volunteers who went to fight Indians.



After the Indians Wars, Bob took up a 180-acre hay ranch that included the east
side of what is now Pleasant Valley. He had a log home, chicken house, and pear,
apple and plum orchards. The fields were irrigated by Camp Creek. After we
married, we built a lovely home that still stands on the east side of Pleasant
Valley. | loved that farm! We had guests all of the time. Our daughter Grace
(1878) was born there.

Bob Finley was much older that | and died in 1913 (83). | lived almost thirty more
years. | helped start the First Methodist Church of Colorado City. | promoted the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union and was a Pioneer community leader. |
lived an amazing life! | was buried with Bob Finley in Evergreen Cemetery when |
died in 1931 at age 91.

Relatives of my son, Edward Brown, still live in the area. When skeleton remains

were moved (1929 from the % Cemetery to Fairview Cemetery, a stone for

my husband John Clay Brown was placed here, but my family believes that he is

still buried up on the Bit."\wes o
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